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is white. Hens are duller than cocks, and dirty white in
the middle of the belly. Young birds have a brown cap
and no white cross-bars on the back.
The bill, feet, etc., are variable in colour, the former
being brown with the base below some shade of red,
and the latter olive-green or grey; the eyes may be
yellowish-brown instead of the usual red of the family.
This bird is a little over ten inches long, with the closed
wing about five, and the shank and bill about one and a
half inches each. It is a widely-spread species, found
probably over most of our Indian Empire, though of late
years it has not been found in the Punjab or North-West
Provinces. Outside our dominions it extends east to
Celebes. It is resident and breeds from May to October,
making a mere pad of grass for a nest, and laying five to
seven eggs rather over an inch and a quarter long, and
blotched with reddish and purplish on a pinkish-buff
ground. This is not so noisy a bird as many Rails,
only occasionally giving a sharp low whistle.
The Andamanese Banded Rail.
Hypotcenidia  obscurior.—Blanford,   Faun.    Brit.
Ind., Birds, Vol. IV, p, 162.
This is the Andamanese edition of the last bird, and only
differs from it in being larger and darker, with a bay cap
and hind-neck, narrower white pencilling above on a darker
ground-colour, and a slate-coloured breast; it measures
a foot in length, with wing about five and a half inches,
and bill one and three-quarters. The eggs are four to
six in number, and larger than in. the mainland species.
With regard to the short-bitted shieldless Rails, or
Crakes, the ten species we have to deal with are not hard
to sort by ranging them in sections according to obvious
peculiarities of colour.

